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Estate wSianning isn’t
just for the wealthy

stands inh

conversati

in San Francisco on Sept. 11. A sudden death at his company
about planning for their own deaths. RAY CHAVEZ — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Without one, families may have to navigate court procudmgs and state law

By s should 11 tated. pl
Mutasa l-or adults who hm-e put  people more control over who
PMATEMBA off mnluug similar decisions, makes those decisions while
'WSGROUP. experts say reducing the burden on those

COM the first hurdle may simply left to handle their affairs.
be recognizing that plmmiug “Ifyoudon't plan, the state
When one of Ravi Kaly- for death and incapacity isn't of California has a plan for
anaraman’s colleagues died reserved for the very wealthy.  all of us)" said Ben Sowards,
unexpectedly in March 2022, “Many people don't want  an estate-planning attorney

the loss rattded his workplace.  to face the fact that someday  based in San Jose.

The colleague was only
in his late 40s. Kalyanara-
man, who works in hardware
design, had worked with
him for years. The sudden
death prompted conver-
sations among colleagues
about planning for their own
deaths Until then, l(al'_vnmra-
man, now 58, said he had given
little thought to what woul.d

theyllno longer be here,” said
Lori Trawinski, senior direc-
tor at AARP's Public Policy
Institute. “It's a really difficult
thing tosit down and plan fora
time when you won'tbe here™

WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU
DON'T HAVE AN ESTATE
PLAN?
W |lhou( an estate p]mL
have

happen
his death.
“It opened my eyes in lhe
du

court proceedings and Cali-
fornia law to determine who
d how

Trawinski said the conse-
quences can extend to
seemingly mundane respon-
sibilities.

A home may still have a
mortgage, insurance and
other expenses that need to
be handled after its owner
dies. Without estate plan-
ning in place, she said, it can
take months for someone to
receive the legal authority
necessary to deal with the
propem — including paying

context of what h
my colleague,” Kal\'am.mnm|
id.

property will be distributed.

forahome they
may live in.

work for survivors,” Traw-
inskisaid.

And estate planning isn't
necessarily irrelevant for
someone who doesn't own
a home or have substantial
savings. Trawinski pointed
to household possessions,
jewelry and sentimental
belongings people may want
particular relatives or friends
toreceive.

“You want to have a say in
who gets your belongings”
she said.

For parents of minor chil-
dren, planning can also
address who should care for
them if their parents die.

WHO NEEDS ATRUST?
One of the biggest miscon-
cepdons Sowards encounters
is that trusts are exclusively a
tool for the rich.
A trust is a legal arrange-

SANTA CLARA COUNTY

Foster
homes
were not

checked

State probe comes after death
of boy, 2, whose foster mother
had a criminal conviction

By Julia Prodis Sulek
JSULEK@BAYAREANEWSGROUP.COM

Santa Claral uxu)(y s chﬂd \wlfare agency placed
Inerable children in foster b
ing required safety chuks and repe:\ledl) failed to
document whether other checks had occurred, a
state investigation released Thursday found.

‘The report found “sigm;ﬁc:uu systemic gaps™ in
4 v s S 1 ihilities and

outlined “concerns that create risks to child safety
and well-being,” Angie Schwartz, deputy director of
the state's Children and Family Services Division,
said in a letter to the county.
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U.S. sues San Jose
over $1,591 gun
carry permit fee

By Caelyn Pender
CPENDEREZ)BAYAREANEWSGROUPCOM

The U.S. Department of Justice has sued the city
of San Jose for charging residents “unreasonable
fees” of almost $1,600 to obtain a concealed carry
firearm license, alleging that the expensive permit-
ting violates the Second Amendment.

The lawsuit, filed Wednesday in the North-
ern District of California, asserts that San Jose's
mncnled carry lmense (eeol'Sl S591is lhe h.\ghes(
inth *those i

sal The consequences canbegin  Trawinski has experi- ment thatholdsand manages by other large cities such as New York, Boston and
By 2023 Kalyanaramanhad  even before death. Without enced some nl’ thaae Lomph Chicago, according to a news release from the DOJ.
put together his first estate d horizi ations | 5. Wi The city of San Jose and the San Jose Police Depart-
plan. Single and wi hil ke fi ial uwdi- :mother person’ sbme Even trusuhrz 2 person whotnates ment, which administers the permit process, are
dren, he had forhis caldecisions, f: asacar both named as defendants. In a statement, the city
San Francisco condominium, may have to go to court to can become an issue whilean o! the assets during their life- said its fee structure is based on the administrative
bank accounts, stocks and obtain a conser ifa estateisk led, she said
other assets and decide where  loved one becomes incapaci- “It creates a lot of extra See TRUSTS cn Page AS See FEESon Page AS
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

OpenAl discloses 6 new incidents of ‘concerning’ AI conduct

Decisions about how Al should
advance, the company said, must

address the technology's potential

Emmy Martin open internet without permission,
dangers. The escalating debate was

THE NEW YORK TIMES amid an ongoing industrywide

which is when the goals or actions
of Al systems diverge from human

debate about Al safety. intentions and values. reston evis zmedmpeopleoumde driven partly by OpenAl's systems

SAN FRANCISCO — OpenAl The San Francisco company Upemu said ndnduol‘ lieve th lhe‘ ibs b going rogue earlier this year and
on Wednesday disclosed six new revealed what it said was the “unex- ustr) “has sol: and lves” attacking Al startup Hugging Face.
instances in which artificial intel- pected or concerning” behavior of to a suffick The discl; landamid inten- OpenAl was not aware of the hack
ligence systems hid mistakes, made Aumnxxlebspnnof anew [r:nme- to conlmue mponsiblv scalingat  sifying scrutiny over whether Al
up data and moved files onto the work for d for much longer” development needs tobe slowed to See Alon Page AS
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Discover what it's like to live in areas outside of the Bay Area. Our September 20
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